
NASS provides accurate, timely, useful and objective statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at 
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for “NASS Data User Community.” USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 

write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 

NEWS RELEASE 
United States Department of Agriculture 

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE 
In Cooperation with the West Virginia Department of Agriculture 

West Virginia Field Office 
1900 Kanawha Blvd E 

Charleston, West Virginia 25305 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Charmaine Wilson 
March 23, 2018 (304) 357-5126 

FEBRUARY RED MEAT PRODUCTION 

Charleston, West Virginia – Commercial red meat production during February 2018 totaled 
500,000 pounds. This was unchanged from February 2017. Commercial red meat production is the 
carcass weight after slaughter including beef, veal, pork, and lamb and mutton. Individual commodity 
production is total live weight of commercial slaughter. 

Commercial cattle slaughter totaled 689,000 pounds live weight, up 3 percent from February 2017. 
Cattle slaughter totaled 700 head, up 100 head from the previous year. The average live weight was 
down 7 pounds from the previous year, at 1,047 pounds. 

Commercial calf slaughter was not published to avoid disclosing individual operations. 

Commercial hog slaughter totaled 151,000 pounds live weight, down 11 percent from last year. Hog 
slaughter totaled 500 head, down 100 head from the previous year. The average live weight was 
down 19 pounds from the previous year, at 285 pounds. 

Commercial sheep and lamb slaughter was not published to avoid disclosing individual operations. 

United States – Commercial red meat production for the United States totaled 4.06 billion pounds 
in February, up 3 percent from the 3.94 billion pounds produced in February 2017.  
 
Beef production, at 1.98 billion pounds, was 3 percent above the previous year. Cattle slaughter 
totaled 2.42 million head, up 2 percent from February 2017. The average live weight was up 8 pounds 
from the previous year, at 1,368 pounds.  
 
Veal production totaled 5.8 million pounds, 3 percent above February a year ago. Calf slaughter 
totaled 41,100 head, up 2 percent from February 2017. The average live weight was up 1 pound from 
last year, at 242 pounds.  
 
Pork production totaled 2.06 billion pounds, up 4 percent from the previous year. Hog slaughter 
totaled 9.64 million head, up 3 percent from February 2017. The average live weight was up 2 pounds 
from the previous year, at 286 pounds.  
 
Lamb and mutton production, at 11.8 million pounds, was up 5 percent from February 2017. Sheep 
slaughter totaled 164,800 head, 3 percent above last year. The average live weight was 143 pounds, 
up 3 pounds from February a year ago.  
 
January to February 2018 commercial red meat production was 8.65 billion pounds, up 5 percent 
from 2017. Accumulated beef production was up 5 percent from last year, veal was up 4 percent, pork 
was up 5 percent from last year, and lamb and mutton production was up 4 percent. 

February 2017 contained 20 weekdays (including 1 holiday) and 4 Saturdays. 
February 2018 contained 20 weekdays (including 1 holiday) and 4 Saturdays. 

Note: Percent changes are based on unrounded data.  
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